
 
 

BEFORE THE MIRROR: SELF-PORTRAITS 

 

Artists have often represented themselves in all kinds of self-portraits. In 

personal self-portraits, generally bust or half-length, they present themselves as 

individuals, show their outward appearance and try to express their character, 

personality, mood, physical features or social standing. In professional self-portraits, 

on the other hand, artists immortalise themselves with the tools and instruments of 

their craft, as painters with brushes, easels, palettes, paints and pencils, or as 

sculptors, with poses and attitudes that denote confidence and resolve.  Such 

portraits are vehicles of professional affirmation and vindication.  

Vicki Penfold produced many of both types throughout her life. Some have 

been preserved, while others only exist in photographs. These self-portraits, created 

using a wide variety of media and supports, present multiple perspectives of herself 

while also underscoring her identity as an artist, proudly defending her profession 

and demanding recognition of her work. 

 

 
 


